JUL-1 1-2006 TUE 05:21 PM E A P & D 



FAX NO. 6174394170 



P. 11 



Y. Jkcurn, cl a1 
U.S.S.N. 09/807,337 
Page 4 




JUL 1 | 2006 



RIT.IVI APWfi 

Claims 4 and 6 havo been amended lo more particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter Applicants claim as their invention. Claim 5 has been cancelled. No new mailer 
has been added. 

Claim 9 stands withdrawn. Now pending in the application arc claims 4 and 6-9, 
Applicants submit that the amendments are properly entered pursuant to 37 CFK 1 . 116 as 
the amendments cancel 5 and arc believed to put the remaining claims in condition for 
allowance. Therefore, entry and consideration of the amendments arc proper and such action is 



The amendment and/or cancellation of claims is without prejudice or disclaimer of the 
subject matter thereof and was done solely to expedite prosecution of the present application, 
Applicants reserve the right to pursue the original subject matter of this application in a later filed 
application claiming benefit of the instant application, including without prejudice to any 
determination of equivalents of the claimed subject mattered. 

Applicants note with appreciation the Examiner's acknowledgement that prior claim 5 
recites patentable subject matter. 

OxTuiis.Rj4ecJinns^l5JaSJ7^_&in3(a) 

Claims 4 and 6-S stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Horslmann ct al. in view of Leonard et al. and Lccper, This rejection is traversed. 

While Applicants do not agree with the Examiner's position with respect to the 
patentability of claims 4 and 6-8 as previously pending, to expedite the prosecution and 
allowance of the application, the claims have been amended such that the language of prior claim 
5 has been incorporated into claim 4 and claim 5 has been cancelled. Claims 4 and 6 have also 
been amended to correct matters of form. 

In view of the Examiner's indication that prior claim 5 was free of the art of record, 
Applicants respectfully submit that claim 4, which now includes the language of prior claim 5, is 



requested. 
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Also Tree ofthe art, and that claims 6-8, which include all the limitations of claim 4, arc also 
allowable. 

Tor at least the foregoing reasons, reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection is 
proper and such action is requested. 

JicioiiijJjciLof.Claini.9 

Claim 9 currently stands withdrawn. However, in view of the allowability of claim 7, 
from which claim 9 depends, Applicants respectfully request rejoinder, consideration, and 
allowance of claim 9. 



rONftusinM 

For al least the foregoing reasons, Applicants request reconsideration of the application. 
I3arly and favorable action is requested. 

The Director is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in the fees filed, asserted to be 
filed or which should have been filed herewith (or with any paper hereafter filed in this 
application by this firm) to our Deposit Account No. 04-1 105, under Order No. 55732(71526). 

Dined: July 11, 2006 Respectfully submitted, , 

ByJjjjUhitm. 

Mark D. Russelt 

Registration No.: 41,281 
EDWARDS ANGEL L PALMER & DODGE 

LLP 
P,0. Box 55874 
Boston, Massachusetts 02205 
(617) 439-4444 

Attorneys/Agents For Applicant 
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